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Parrotdog is Lyall Bay’s 
sleeping giant
Locals love Parrotdog. The 

family- and dog-friendly 
bar is an essential part of many 
locals’ weekends or beach visits. 
Their popular beers are available 
at local retailers and venues, and 
as fresh takeaways from the 
brewery taproom.
   While many people know the 
Parrotdog origin story, the quiet 
achievers’ ten-year path to 
becoming New Zealand’s 
biggest independent brewery is 
less well known.

   Parrotdog started with home 
brewing in an Aro Valley student 
flat occupied by two guys called 

Matt and a parrot. Graduating 
and needing jobs, they decided 
to give brewing a crack and 
recruited a third colleague, 
conveniently but confusingly 
also called Matt.
   Their first commercial brew was 
released at the 2011 Beervana 
beer festival. Upscaling from 
homebrewing to a full commercial 
batch led to a beer that was much 
more hoppy and bitter than 
anticipated – and exactly what 
Wellington beer drinkers were 
thirsty for. That beer won People’s 
Choice Award at Beervana and – 
now called Bitterbitch – it remains 
one of Parrotdog’s most popular 
beers a decade on.
   This initial success led to 
building their own brewery on 
Vivian Street, Te Aro. Along the 
way the three Matts were joined 
by Paul “Wattie” Watson as fourth 
director and head of sales. Their 
continued growth meant they were 
soon looking for a bigger site.
   So in 2016, after a successful 
round of crowdfunding, they 
left the cramped CBD site and 
landed in Lyall Bay in a large 
industrial site on Kingsford 
Smith Street. While the prime 
reason was to find room to 
expand, they serendipitously 
landed in a welcoming 
community and quickly attracted 
a loyal local following. 
                          Continued on page 4…

Parrotdog co-founder Matt Warner 
checks out the product



What a great response we 
had to our first issue of 

Eastern Bays Bulletin. Thank you 
to all of you who have taken the 
time to give us feedback – we’re 
pleased so many of you have 
found it an easy and informative 
read.
   Life for our businesses has 
slowly been evolving to a new 
normal following the recent 
lockdown and now operating 
under level 2 guidelines.  
   These are difficult times and 
they’ve caused another couple 
of local businesses to close.    
   However, as was the case last 
year, I’ve been encouraged by 
our members’ response to the 
challenges. Many have altered 
their business practices to 
operate under lockdown 
restrictions and increase their 
ability to trade online.
   Our fabulous new Weta-
designed mural has now been 
installed on the Pak’nSave wall 
on Onepu Road and we hope 
you enjoy it as much as we do.
   Don’t forget to check out our 

website which lists all our 
businesses including those in 
the Lyall Bay and Rongotai area.     
   Also for those of you on 
Facebook, we’d love you to like 
and follow our page https://
www.facebook.com/
kilbirnieshoppingcentre 

Best wishes,

Gary Holmes,
Manager,  
Kilbirnie 
Business 
Network

Businesses evolving to ‘new normal’
Kia ora

Welcome to the second issue 
of Eastern Bays Bulletin. 

Keep the news and information 
coming. We also welcome readers’ 
letters on topics of local interest.
   It may not have occurred to you 
to check out the mostly locally 
owned shops and dining places 
in our friendly airport. You need 
not be flying to spend some 
leisure time there. It also came 
as a pleasant surprise that Rita 
Angus Retirement Village in 
Kilbirnie hosts a great local art 
show. There’s something creative 
in the air about our area, because 
not only has the Weta-designed 
mural gone up on Pak’nSave’s 
wall, there’s also been an 
exhibition of Islamic art in 
Kilbirnie. It’s all part of the joy 
of living in our lovely corner of 
Wellington. 
Ngā mihi nui

Editor
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   Local artists and musicians 
display and perform each week, 
with larger outdoor events held 
over summer. Fundraisers for 
local groups are held in the bar, 
including the very popular 
Charity Quiz Nights.
   Parrotdog employs 65 staff, 
many living locally, and three of 
the four directors have moved 
into the South Coast 
community. Wattie was 
promoted to Managing Director 
just ahead of Parrotdog’s tenth 
anniversary celebrations in July. 
He lives with his family in 
Miramar having recently moved 
from Lyall Bay. Parrotdog 
became an Accredited Living 
Wage Employer earlier this year.
   If you take a look at the 
brewery roof you’ll see 
Wellington’s largest solar cell 
array, containing 167 panels, 
producing up to 50KW per 
hour, and operating in the Lyall 
Bay sunshine since October 
2020. The solar power 
contributes to brewery 
operations and also powers the 
VW e-Golf used to make local 
sales calls.
   Last year Parrotdog produced 
more than 2.6 million litres of 
beer, making them the largest 

independently owned brewery 
in the country. Their beer is sold 
around the country and has 
won medals and trophies here 
and overseas.
   The growth continues. More 
fermenting tanks arrived last 
month, and the expanded 
brewing floor now fills the 
ground floor of its site. By 
brewing three batches every 
brew day, Parrotdog now has 
the capacity to produce 3.6 
million litres each year, 
reinforcing their position as 
New Zealand’s biggest 
independent craft brewer, right 
here in Lyall Bay.
   If you’re a beer afficionado (or 
just know what you like), then 
keep an eye out for Parrotdog’s 
L.B. Beer series. Named after 
Lyall Bay, these limited releases 
are available only on tap, and 
taste their best served fresh at 
the brewery. Also, keep an eye 
out for the new Sundog pilsner, 
a distinctively Kiwi spin on the 
popular and traditional 
European style.
Visit Parrotdog Bar and Taproom at 66 
Kingsford Smith Street. Brewery tours 
are available through pre-booking. To 
keep up with Parrotdog gigs, art 
exhibitions, and events, follow on 
Facebook, Instagram, or sign up for the 
newsletter at www.parrotdog.co.nz.

I  can’t get any 4 x 2 and gib 
board is just about all gone.” 

“We don’t know when your 
tiles will arrive.” 
   Such comments are common 
in the building industry now. The 
impact of Covid and the increase 
in building activity has caused 
many materials to be in uncertain 
supply. Labour is in tight supply 
too; many builders and tradies 
are booked up for months ahead. 
   However, do not let this put 
you off building. The key to any 
building project has always been 
good planning. This is now 
extended to planning ahead for 
materials and labour supply. 
   With good planning your 
project can still proceed. To meet 
the supply issues, many builders 
are now ordering materials early. 
Equally, if you are planning to 
use some materials that are 
imported or unusual, it is wise 
to order these as soon as possible.    
   I have one client who is using 
some Italian tiles which she 
ordered five months ago. She 
expects to wait another five 
months before they arrive. 
   This level of planning is now 
vital to allow your project to 
flow. The key – plan, plan, plan 
and order early.
The writer is Bruce Welsh, founding 
partner of Rimu Architects in Kilbirnie

Plan, and 
order early

The brewery now has 
the capacity to produce  
3.6 million litres a year



You could 
win a $250 
dinner 
K ilbirnie Business Network 

(KBN) has expanded its 
boundaries to include all 
businesses in the Kilbirnie, 
Rongotai and Lyall Bay area 
and a new name is needed to 
better reflect the wider area.
   Do you have suggestions or 
ideas? Should they incorporate 
the existing names of our suburbs 
(Lyall Bay or Kilbirnie) or is 
there a brand new name that 
alludes to the fact that the 
business area is book-ended by 
two bays?
   KBN want your views. Email 
manager@kilbirnie.org.nz and 
if your suggested name ends up 
being the one they use, they’ll 
shout you and your family or 
friends dinner for four up to the 
value of $250 at a local restaurant.

Readers’ Letters
I am writing in the hope you’ll publish some balance to your one-
sided interviews on the proposed crossing on Cobham Drive.
   As a person who tries to walk whenever I can I would really 
appreciate a road level crossing of Cobham Drive. 
   At the moment it’s dangerous to walk from my home in Kilbirnie 
to the shops in Miramar due to there not being a safe place to cross 
Cobham Drive.
   The road crossing would make very little difference to the journey 
time for cars. A pedestrian bridge means a much longer walk for 
pedestrians, and is much more effort for people of limited mobility.

Kair Lippiatt
Kilbirnie

Editor: All the people I randomly interviewed had similar views, so 
presumably are fairly representative of local people’s feelings about this 
issue. Thank you for presenting a different viewpoint.

Email letters to: davidblocksidge@yahoo.com
Letters may be edited for length and clarity.

The mural 
is up!

The Weta-designed mural 
for Pak’nSave’s Onepu 

Road end wall was installed 
one sunny day recently and it 
looks beautiful. 



Many reasons 
to use a broker

There are many reasons to 
use a mortgage broker, 

writes Julia Kuiper of Bozinoff 
Mortgages & Insurance. Here are 
just ten:
• Mortgage brokers work for you, not 

for the bank

• They have access not just to one bank 
but to many lenders (non-banks too)

• They provide solutions not just for 
your current needs but also for 
future planning

• Their services are generally free and 
the few fees that may apply are 
discussed upfront

• They have networks to connect you 
to other trusted professionals like 
solicitors, accountants, valuers and 
inspectors 

• Sometimes your broker can even lead 
you to unadvertised opportunities 
for available properties or employment

• They offer peace of mind – it’s scary 
having open, honest conversations 
with your bank whereas brokers 
listen without judgement

• Brokers get you the best deal by 
negotiating with banks the best rates 
and conditions

• Using a broker takes the hassle out of 
the application process because you 
only collect the paperwork once and 
the broker does all the behind-the-
scenes work

• Banks have closed branches and 
restricted customer access whereas 
brokers are happy to meet you at the 
time and place convenient for you.

   

Check out Julia’s website: 
www.bernermortgages.com

Dine at Whiskey Lima Golf or Peloton Bar &
Eatery, spend $50 or more and get 2 hours

complimentary parking.

Airport’s Christmas  
tree festival

Make your business or community group shine bright this 
year with a branded tree at Wellington Airport.

   The airport’s annual Christmas Tree Festival is a joint event 
between Wellington Airport and Cystic Fibrosis NZ, helping to 
raise vital funds for Kiwis living with cystic fibrosis.
   There’s no sponsorship package; you simply need to sign up and 
‘pay what you can’ – bearing in mind that every little counts.
   Trees will be in the terminal from 24 November to 9 January and 
will be well worth a visit. They usually do a fun treasure hunt for the 
kids and the public also have a chance to vote for their favourite tree 
in a People’s Choice competition, with the chance to win a great prize.

For more about the festival go to www.wellingtonairport.co.nz/christmas



K ilbirnie Mosque in Queens 
Drive recently hosted a 

successful vaccination drive 
after the mosque management 
offered their premises to Capital 
& Coast DHB. 
   The event took place on 29 
October after Friday prayers 
and attracted Muslims and non-
Muslims alike. 
   There were walk-ins as well as 
bookings. 
   For most people, it was their 

first jab, so on that basis the 
organisers considered it a 
success. 
   A neighbour of the mosque 
came because it was convenient 
and commented that she’d 
never been in a mosque before. 
   Convenience was also the 
main factor for a man who read 
about it on the bookmyvaccine 
government website, so went to 
the mosque rather than go 
somewhere further afield.

Kilbirnie Mosque is a WREMO-
approved Community Emergency 
Hub, so in the event of a tsunami or 
earthquake, head there for safety 
and reassurance.

Kilbirnie mosque hosts vaccination drive



Quick action by Ryman staff and residents 
avoided ‘catastrophe’
R esidents at Rita Angus 

Retirement Village in 
Kilbirnie were ‘feline’ more than 
a little surprised recently when 
more than 14 cats joined them 
after a fire broke out in the vet 
clinic across the road.
   The fire – just before midday 
one Tuesday morning – was in 
an apartment on the top floor of 
a building owned by CareVets, 
which occupies the ground floor.
   CareVets chief executive Nick 
Cooper said there were 12 to 15 
people in the three apartments 
and veterinary premises when 
the fire broke out.
   Fire and Emergency shift 
manager Chris Dalton said a lot 
of smoke was coming from the 
building when crews arrived 
after the fire was reported at 
11.44am (see photo opposite).
   “It went to second alarm level, 
so we had four fire appliances in 
attendance. Within 20 minutes 
they got it under control,” he said.
   Dalton said the two people 
who had to be rescued did not 
appear to have suffered any 
injuries after being examined by 
ambulance staff. 
   A smoke alarm in that apartment 
alerted the people inside to the 
fire – which shows the value of 
having working smoke alarms 
fitted in your home.
   Village activities and lifestyle 
coordinator Sue Coventry and 
receptionist Angelina Bostrovas 
were first on the scene after 
being told by a resident about 
the fire.
   “We ran across the road to the 
vets to find them in the middle 
of eye surgery on a dog,” said 
Angelina. “Luckily, they hadn’t 
started on the second eye, so 

they could stop what they were 
doing. We said ‘There’s a fire, 
we have to get the animals out,’ 
and they were so calm about 
everything. They were really 
good.”
   One by one, the cats were 
evacuated in their cages onto the 
grass, before the team took them 

across to the village chapel away 
from the chaos. 
   “We ran in in a mad rush and 
got all the animals out. You 
couldn’t see any smoke but you 
could smell it. The fire was 
upstairs above the vet area. 
   “It was nice to get all the animals 
out and to see they were safe. 
You got to do what you got to 
do. We just went into autopilot,” 
said Sue.

   Having spent a few hours in the 
village chapel before being given 
the all clear to return to the clinic, 
the cats had plenty of time to sing 
the purraises of their rescuers.
   It’s not the first time Rita 
Angus has been the top choice 
for local felines taking refuge. 
   During last year’s lockdown, a 
tabby cat that the residents 
named Coco decided to make 
the village her home, later 
giving birth to four kittens.
   Coco prompted much delight 
in the village and even inspired 
award-winning author Lorraine 
Orman – a resident from Ryman’s 
Christchurch village, Ngaio 
Marsh – to write a book, Coco 
The Lockdown Cat.
   Knowing how great the vets 
had been after Coco’s arrival, the 
village team were keen to do their 
bit for the neighbouring clinic.
   “The vets are so good to us,” 
said Angelina. 

Continued on facing page…

Resident Mike Taylor dropped into the chapel to check up on his friend’s cat, 
which had been at the vets at the time the fire broke out

“It was nice to 
get all the animals 
out and see they  

were safe” 



Continued from previous page…   
  

   “We have Coco the village cat, 
and when she was pregnant we 
took her to CareVets and they 
gave her all the treatments she 
needed, and our residents take 
their own cats to them too.” 
   As for Coco, the resident cat 
of the village, she barely 
registered any of the excitement 
or the potential to make 14 new 
friends, as she was catnapping 
during the whole episode. Just 
as well she wasn’t catatonic.

Exhibition of Islamic Art in Kilbirnie
Language of the Heart was 

an exhibition of Islamic art 
staged in Kilbirnie Mosque for 
one week in October. Local 
artists Muhammad and Sameera 
Waqas are the creative forces 
behind the exhibition. 
   They also ran four free 
workshops (photos below) for 
people to learn about the unique 
art of Arabic calligraphy. Half the 
attendants were non-Muslims, 
who were fascinated to try their 
hand at this ancient and 
beautiful art.
   The exhibition and calligraphy 
workshops were sponsored by 
Manatū Taonga Ministry for 
Culture & Heritage. 
   The exhibition has now moved 
to Queensgate Shopping Centre.

Visit mwcalligraphyart.com  
for more information.



Community Noticeboard

Kilbirnie Lyall Bay Community Centre
Mon–Fri 10am–12pm & 1–3pm
Drop-in Centre

Mondays 10.30–11.30am
Arthritis gentle exercise class

Mondays 12.30–3pm
Kilbirnie Mahjong: experienced

Mondays 3.30–5.30pm
Musical Stars 021 410 015

Mondays 5.45–6.45pm
YGT: Te Ora Hou Wellington East
021 1333381

Mondays 7–9pm
Rembuden Karate 04 383 6348

Monday 27 Sept 2–3pm
Wadestown Singers (koha)

Tuesdays 10–11am
COPD exercise class

Tuesdays 10am–12pm
English language class 04 384 1992

Tuesdays 11am–12pm
Tai Chi with Ann 021 261 8921

Tuesdays 12.30–1.30pm
Qi Gong Tai Chi Chuan 04 938 6082

Tuesdays 3.30–4.15pm
Gregan Irish Dancers 022 396 0238

Tuesdays 5–6pm
Spin Poi 04 934 6366

Tues 14 & 28 Sept, 12 & 26 Oct 
12.30–1.30pm
Grey Power 04 934 3464

Tues 21 Sept, 5 & 19 Oct 1.30–3pm
Living Well: Living with Dementia

Tuesday 5 October 7–9pm
Gksholism 021 0811 6215

Wednesdays 
Fierce Tiger Tai Chi Chi Chuan 
9.30–10.30am (beginners, seniors 
& fall prevention) and 10.30–
11.30am (advanced) 04 389 1433

Wednesdays 1–3pm
Creative Crafters drop-in sessions

Wednesdays 5.30–7.30pm
Rembuden Karate 04 383 6348

First three Wednesdays of 
month 1–2pm
Line Dancing for Beginners ($4)

Thursdays 10–11am
Movers & Shakers 021 100 4750

Thursdays 11am–12pm
Body strengthening pilates 021 
100 4750

Thursdays 1–3pm
Singalong to your requests (free)

Thursdays 6–8pm
Kilbirnie Assembly of God 
Church of Samoa 04 388 8074

Fridays 9.30am–12pm
Kilbirnie Mahjong: all players
027 930 2009

Friday 1pm Movies 

Fridays 6–10pm
Dove of Love 022 191 8914

www.klbcc.org.nz for details.

Problems? CAB 
is here to help 
Citizens Advice Bureau is 

located in the Community 
Centre. Visit www.klbcc.org.nz 
for more information.

The Hub, 49 Kilbirnie Cresent 

027 564 7822
 @kenworthydojo

Mon & Wed
7:00pm - 8:30pm

Free publicity 
E astern Bays Bulletin is keen 

to help local sports and 
social groups get word out about 
their activities. As long as it’s a 
not a money-making concern, a 
small listing or announcement 
(like those below) is free. 
Money-making concerns are 
welcome to advertise. Either 
way, email the editor, David: 
davidblocksidge@yahoo.com

You can help Police to help you
Compliance with COVID 

regulations continues to 
consume a lot of Police time. I 
encourage you all to ensure you 
are familiar with the requirements, 
particularly around when you 
should be wearing masks.
   We have had a few calls from 
people feeling intimidated by 
beggars in the street. Our advice 
is not to engage with them and 
if you think Police intervention 
would be worthwhile, give us a 
call and we will endeavour to 

talk to the people involved. We 
often have some awareness of the 
people and their history and can 
connect them with social agencies 
that may be able to help them.
   Lastly, do ensure that your 
driver’s licence records include 
your contact phone number. 
   Police often have lost wallets 
handed in and if we don’t have 
contact details associated with 
your driver’s licence it is hard 
for us to get in touch and let you 
know we have your property.

   Similarly we have lost mobile 
phones handed in and if these are 
locked it is impossible for us to 
identify the owner. 
   Recording an emergency 
contact number on the back of 
your phone or a message on the 
home screen will 
help us reunite 
you with your 
phone. 

– Mike Byrne, 
Kilbirnie Police

Stay safe.
Shop local,

mask up  
and scan 

everywhere.



“I’m a security guard working in 
Kilbirnie currently. I’d like more 
buses to the station in peak time. 
Sometimes trains get cancelled 
and it can take up to an hour to 
get a bus there to take the 
passengers, so I’d like to see 
buses on standby in case of that 
happening so they could get to 
us faster. Transport is slowly 
improving but it’s definitely a 
work in progress.” 

Adam, Kāpiti

You have the last word…
We asked what you thought about public transport around Kilbirnie.

“I don’t drive, and I don’t want 
to, so I rely on buses. The service 
can be a bit hit-and-miss 
depending what bus you’re 
catching. Number 20 is a real 
problem – there’s a gap in the 
afternoon of about four hours 
with no bus at all.” 

Eniko and daughter Evelyn, 
Roseneath

“Metlink are doing better than 
they used to do. I like the 
realtime displays on the bus 
stops but it would be better if 
we got notifications on the app. 
One other comment I have is 
that some of the bus drivers 
aren’t wearing their masks 
properly, to cover their noses.” 

Cher, Kilbirnie

We love it when local businesses get creative. And there’s 
nothing like an awful pun to give you a good chuckle!

Parting shot…

KILBIRNIE

OPEN 7DAYS 6AM -11PM
78 Rongotai Road, Kilbirnie, Wellington

Phone (04) 801 5068



‘Walk the dog’ by Charlotte Hird

RITA!ANGUS!VILLAGE
rymanhealthcare.co.nz

For more information please  
call Lynda on 387 7625

30
38

We warmly invite you to the 
Wellington Art Club’s annual art 
showcase at Rita Angus Village.

  This is a free event 
  Village tours available

Artwork from this talented group  
of artists will be displayed in the 
Atrium and all artwork will  
be available for sale. 

All attendees will need to  
adhere to our Covid-19 health  
and safety protocols.

ART
SHOWCASE
Saturday 13 and  
Sunday 14 November
10am-4pm

A portion of the proceeds from the sale of the artwork will  
go towards Prostate Cancer Foundation of New Zealand.


