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We’re here for you, Wellington
Local residents have always 

known this is a great area to 
live, with good shops, plenty of 
cafes and restaurants, unspoiled 
coastline and, to cap it all off, an 
international airport right on our 
doorstep.

   Now local businesses are 
cooperating to promote the 
suburbs of Kilbirnie, Rongotai 
and Lyall Bay as an attractive 
destination for visitors from 
other parts of Wellington or even 
further afield.

   This process began a few years 
ago when businesses in Kilbirnie 
formed a legal entity called a 
business improvement district, 
or BID. They named it Kilbirnie 
Business Network.
   They made a big leap forward 

in July, when businesses in the 
neighbouring suburbs of Rongotai 
and Lyall Bay voted to join them.
   The expanded BID needed a 
new name and a fresh look. Dean 
Galt, BID committee member 
and Kilbirnie Pak ’n Save owner, 

takes up the story: “With the BID 
expanding to include Rongotai 
and Lyall Bay it was important 
both these areas were included 
in the new BID name and 
recognised in the future branding.
   “It was a very difficult exercise 
so the committee contracted a 
business that specialises in 
branding. We went through a 
very robust process and landed 
on the name and design you see.
   “Like anything creative it won’t 
be everyone’s cup of tea but it is 
a starting point and the brand 
will evolve over time. But in the 
short term the committee wants 
to get on and see if we can engage 
more with all the businesses in 
this area and support one another 
and see if we can improve business 
in these three amazing suburbs.”
   That robust process included 
interviewing about 150 people 
elsewhere in Wellington to find 
out what they knew about our 
area and why they do or do not 
visit here. Many of the people 
interviewed associated the area 
with sports, beach and travel.
   Various names were considered 
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before settling on KLR – the 
initials of the three suburbs – 
which was then tweaked to KRL.
   The ah-ha moment came when 
someone then had the idea of 
making the graphic elements 
look like a ticket, creating an 
implicit link to the airport.
   BID manager Gary Holmes 
acknowledges this: “The new 
brand signals where we are in 
Wellington with the airport-
associated ticket concept and the 
fact that the three suburb names 
are contained in the new logo.  
   “We want to highlight that we 
offer shopping, great cafes and 
recreation opportunities such as 
surfing at Lyall Bay. 
   “We are promoting the area as a 
destination and mainly aiming at 
Wellingtonians who may not fully 
appreciate all we have to offer.”
   The new look is being launched 
progressively from this month and 
a new website is being developed.

The new design is 
flexible enough to 
be used in any 
number of ways, 
from bus sides 
and pavement 
stickers to 
shopping bags

Continued from page 1…

Abrahamic Council lunch

Members of Wellington Abrahamic Council of Christians, Jews 
and Muslims and their spouses held their annual lunch at 

Kanama Kopi Kadai in Rongotai Road. The aim of the council, which 
meets every month in Kilbirnie, is to foster understanding, friendship 
and trust between the three faiths. They run a number of public events 
each year; details are on their website.

KILBIRNIE

OPEN 7DAYS 6AM -11PM
78 Rongotai Road, Kilbirnie, Wellington

Phone (04) 801 5068



Thanks for 
the welcome!
You never know what life has 

in store for you. My wife 
and I visited Wellington for the 
first time in February 2017 so 
she could take part in a national 
event at ASB Sports Centre. 
Meanwhile, I jogged around 
Miramar Peninsula.
   When we met up in the 
afternoon, I said, quite literally, 
“You’ve got to see this place!”
   Flying home to Auckland, we 
decided to move. Enchanted by 
the Eastern Bays, we moved 
here in August that same year. 
   We do our grocery shopping 
locally, eat out here, have made 
great friends and become part 
of the community. 
   The business association’s 
idea of making the three key 
local suburbs a destination is 
spot-on. Let’s all be proud of 
what we have on our doorstep.

Ngā mihi nui

Editor

For lots more on the local area, 
including listings of all the 

businesses in Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay and 
Rongotai, visit the website 
www.kilbirnie.org.nz/directory

Facebook users can like and follow: 
https://www.facebook.com/
kilbirnieshoppingcentre

Part of the role of Kilbirnie 
Business Network is to 

provide feedback to Wellington 
City Council on different 
proposals as they relate to local 
businesses. Recently we submitted 
to Council on the proposed Bike 
Network which may be established 
along both sides of Onepu Road. 
While we want to encourage 
cycling and other active modes 
of transport, on this occasion we 
opposed the planned route, as it is 
one of Kilbirnie’s busiest streets 
and with entries to two major 
supermarkets and large carparks, 
there are major safety concerns 
for cyclists and drivers with the 
number of vehicles that use 
these carparks.
   We requested council to consider 
other more suitable routes for the 
bike network to limit possible 
conflicts with cars and trucks. 
We look forward to working with 
council on developing future 
routes that work for both business 
and cyclists.

Best wishes,

Gary Holmes, 
Manager,  
Kilbirnie Business  
Network
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Dean Galt’s  
an all-round 
good sport

The retail business is in Dean 
Galt’s DNA. Today he’s the 

owner of Kilbirnie Pak ’n Save 
with 230 staff but his journey 
began more than four decades 
ago in a 4 Square store in 
Invercargill run by his father. As 
a very young kid, Dean would 
try and help out by washing the 
floors when the shop closed.  
   After seven years of working 
seven days a week in the 4 Square 
his father got the opportunity to 
purchase Miramar New World 
in 1977, which was when they 
moved to Wellington. Growing 
up, Dean worked in the store on 
and off in the school holidays. 
   Then the sport bug bit and he 
ended up representing New 
Zealand in badminton at the 
1992 Olympics, and at the 1994 
and 1998 Commonwealth Games. 
   In October 1999, Dean’s father 
was opening Pak ‘n Save 
Kilbirnie. Dean thought he 
would “give him a hand”, 
which was when he really 
started working in the retail 
business properly.
   “My father had worked hard 
all his life and he was putting 

everything on the line to open 
this new business, which was a 
huge financial investment. I 
wanted to do my bit to help him. 
I’d never appreciated how complex 
the business was and it was a 
very steep learning curve for the 
first few years, which was part of 
the attraction. I started off filling 
shelves and doing a little bit of 
ordering so had to work my 
way up through the business.”
   Dean had gained valuable 
insights into a lot of different 
types of businesses, having 
previously spent three years as 
an accountant at KPMG in 
Wellington, working in their 
Business Advisory team.
   He wants to see retail shopping 
really strong again in Kilbirnie. 
“We have some of the best sports 

facilities already in the ASB 
Sports Centre and the Aquatic 
Centre so with all the high-
density housing going in around 
the area it would be nice to have 
a strong retail presence too.”
   He’s naturally proud of his team. 
Of the 230 staff, about 70% are 
full time. They’re loyal, too. “In 
2019, we had 18 staff who had 
been with us since the store 
opened – 20 years – so we took 
them over to Wharekauhau for 
the most amazing lunch. We also 
have two staff who originally 
worked for my father at New 
World who have just reached 35 
years’ service, which is incredible.”
   Dean grew up and went to 
school in the Eastern Suburbs 
and has now lived in the area 
for 44 years – the family live in 

MEET THE LOCALS



Roseneath. These days it’s clearly 
a lot to do with giving back to 
the community in which he is so 
deeply embedded. 
   “We have a really important 
role to play in the community, 
which is something we never 
take for granted.We try and give 
back to the community as much 
as we can, and that is something 
I’m most proud of.”
   They run the Eastern Suburbs 
Sports trust (he is a trustee), which 
has donated over $3m to the local 
community, and support Life 
Flight, Kaibosh, City Mission, St 
Vincent de Paul, Mary Potter, 
and Halberg Foundation (Dean’s 
a trustee for Wellington Region). 
   Furthermore, they sponsor 
Wellington Netball, Miramar 
Rangers, Saints Basketball and 
Nuku Ora (Sport Wellington). 
He’s also a committee member 

for the local business association. 
   Outside of work, Dean enjoys 
spending time with his wife Lisa 
and watching their three teenage 
boys’ sports.
   Dean remains active in sport, 
especially triathlon and mainly 
ironman. “I have now finished 14 
events with the view of trying to 
go faster as I get older – 9 hours 
29 is my fastest back in 2019.”

   Covid has not helped over the 
past couple of years, making it 
so busy at work and causing so 
many events to be cancelled but 
Dean adds stoically, “that is the 
world we live in at present.”
   Unsurprisingly, Dean doesn’t 
have a lot of spare time but does 
watch a bit of Netflix or – you 
guessed – sport.

M: 027 232 5778
E: annie@loweandco.nz

SEATOUN
TORI & KEN

We had total trust in Annie - 10/10

YOUR NO.1 LOCAL 
AGENT

Running a supermarket during a pandemic
“Different levels provided different challenges,” Dean explained. 
“The biggest challenge was making sure we kept all our staff safe 
from a Health & Safety point of view. We have a number of elderly 
and vulnerable staff who couldn’t work under level 4 and when 
we were one of the only businesses open at level 4, we were 
extremely busy. We were also limited by the number of customers 
allowed in the store at any one time, which was really difficult to 
manage as the last thing you want is to have customers having to 
wait outside in the cold. Our team was amazing and everyone 
went above and beyond to look after our community.”

Marist St Pats RFC Community Day

The new season is approaching 
and Marist St Pats RFC has 

a day of events planned to bring 
their community together on 
Saturday 19 March.
   The day will start with a clean-

up of Evans Bay Beach. Wellington 
City Council will supply gloves 
and rubbish bags. Meet at Miramar 
Wharf at 9am. 
   Junior registrations will be in 
the Marist St Pats gym from 12–
1.30pm, with Mr Whippy parked 
up outside and a BBQ sponsored 
by Kilbirnie Pak ’n Save.
   It’s a great opportunity to learn 
more about junior rugby, meet 
other families at the club, and get 
your children involved.

   From 2pm, the Senior teams 
will host Wainuiomata at Evans 
Bay Park. Reconnect with other 
supporters and get a peek at the 
talent representing Marist St Pats 
in 2022.
   All events will operate under the 
Covid-19 Protection Framework 
at the Red setting and limited to 
100 people with masks required. 
Join them and wear red. Confirm 
attendance to Ken Ah Kuoi on 
027 307 9858 or ken@ahkuoilaw.nz.



Property-sharing agreements 
are becoming more common 

as individuals seek certainty of 
outcomes when unforeseen 
circumstances occur after they 
have bought property together. 
   A form of property ownership 
known as ‘tenancy in common’ 
is becoming more popular. It 
gives someone control over the 
share of the property they are a 
part owner of, to the extent that 
they can decide who they wish 
to take over their share if they 
die or want to move.
   This is when a property-sharing 
agreement (PSA) is useful. Signed 
and agreed before property is 
purchased, a PSA provides an 
exit strategy for any of the owners. 
   Without it, the part owner 
wishing to stay in the property 
could thwart the wish of the other 
part owner to sell their share.
   The PSA states what each of 
the parties contributed to the 
purchase price, how much they 
borrowed and if the shares are 
unequal. 
   It also includes who may give 
notice of wanting to sell, how a 
valuation may be determined, 
what timeframes are deemed 
reasonable and what constitutes 
a net share of the profit to be paid 
out in the agreed proportions. 
   Your lawyer can talk you 
through a PSA and draw one 
up for you.

The writer is Ken Ah Kuoi, Principal of  
Ah Kuoi Law in Kilbirnie. T: 027 307 9858 
E: ken@ahkuoilaw.nz

Safeguard for 
joint property 
owners

Talofa & kia ora

Thought about 
building your 
new home? 
I t can be difficult to purchase 

any home due to current high 
demand. It is even harder to 
find a home to satisfy all needs 
and most wants. 
   Building new can be a good 
alternative. Arranging 
construction finance is one of 
the services brokers offer and 
can prove invaluable 
considering the complexities 
involved. From purchasing a 
section to getting a code of 
compliance, financing involves 
many steps that will need to be 
arranged with the bank. 
   Building additions, extensions 
and renovations all fall under the 
heading of construction loans. 
   The advantages of new builds 
include lower deposit options, 
taxation advantages for 
investment properties, and the 
flexibility of designing a home 
to your own taste. 
   But gaining approval for your 
future property can be time-
consuming and challenging in 
many aspects from progressive 
payments to final drawdown. 
   To avoid costly mistakes it helps 
to discuss your situation with 
your trusted financial advisor.
The writer is Julia Kuiper of Bozinoff 
Mortgages & Insurance; check out Julia’s 
website: www.bernermortgages.com

Journey 
through 
Middle Earth
Twenty years ago, The Lord 

of the Rings: The Fellowship 
of the Ring, played on the silver 
screen and catapulted New 
Zealand cinema onto the world 
stage. Since then, Wētā Workshop 
has made countless props, 
costumes, prosthetics, dressed 
entire armies and more for an 
illustrious range of films. 
   At Wellington Airport, until 
the end of March, you can 
experience first-hand some 
original pieces that were used 
on set while filming The Lord of 
the Rings trilogies. 
   This includes Second Age 
Gondor, Rohan Royal Guard, 
Uruk, Heavy Orc and Goblin.
You will also find more of the 
original costumes at:
1. Wētā Workshop Cave 
2. Roxy Cinema
3. Karaka Cafe at Te Wharewaka
4. Wellington Museum
5. Wellington Cable Car
6. Embassy Theatre
7. Wellington I-SITE 

   For more information about 
the costume trail, including a 
map to download before you 
head off on your journey, visit 
www.wellingtonnz.com. 



The Hub, 49 Kilbirnie Cresent 

027 564 7822
 @kenworthydojo

Mon & Wed
7:00pm - 8:30pm

Community Noticeboard

High winds in the Windy 
City are something that 

we Wellingtonians are used to. 
It was once a regular occurrence 
that we would hear of house 
roofs being blown off. So how 
are our buildings designed for 
Wellington’s winds? 
   The city (and indeed the 
country) has been mapped to 
determine local wind speeds for 
each property. These are given a 
rating from low to extra high, 
up to 198kph. Some properties, 
particularly on ridges, are in even 
higher wind zones which need 
to have wind speeds calculated 
individually and framing and 
fixings designed by an engineer. 
   Once the site wind speed is 
known, sizes of framing are 
selected to suit and the fixings 
holding the whole house 
together are determined. 
   As well as the force of the wind 
acting on the side of a wall, the 
greatest threat is the uplift caused 
by the wind flowing over the roof. 
Rather than a roof being blown 
off, the wind will suck it off. 
Consequently, modern houses 
have many more fixings to hold 
everything down. No longer just 
a few nails but we use many 
different steel straps and 
brackets. This seems to work as 
we seldom hear of a house roof 
being blown off any more.
The writer is Bruce Welsh, founding 
partner of Rimu Architects in Kilbirnie

Keeping a roof 
over one’s head

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in 
your family 

tree, or family 
history? 

 
Visit Kilbirnie Genealogists who 

meet at ASB Sports Centre 
first Thursday each month 

9:00 – 12:00 
 

www.nzsgkilbirnie.org.nz/ 
www.facebook.com/KilbirnieNZSG 

027 490 1757 

Guides for Lyall Bay (9–12½ yrs) 
GirlGuidingNZ has a long and 
successful history of teaching 
girls skills like confidence and 
resilience. They also get to make 
new friends. Lyall Bay Guides 
have spaces for girls to join us. 

https://girlguidingnz.org.nz/join-us/

Visiting the library 

“We are at Red Level in our 
libraries and community 

spaces,” Kilbirnie librarian Sandra 
Johnston said, “so unfortunately 
all programmes and events are 
on hold. Some of the children’s 
programmes are online – our 
website has details. 
   “We are vaccination pass only 
sites – patrons have to scan in 
using the QR code, have their 
vaccination pass scanned, and 
wear a mask. Otherwise, we are 
running as normal. Patrons can 
browse the collections and access 
our services as usual. 
   “Our Justice of the Peace is at 
Kilbirnie on Thursdays from 5pm 
to 5.50pm.”

Saturday March 12
Kilbirnie Mosque

9.30am – 3pm

Registration essential

Contact Maz: 022 419 6600
E: mazlinah.hmn@gmail.com
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Call Lynda for more details. 

RITA!ANGUS!VILLAGE 
66 Cou!s Street Kilbirnie, 04 387 7625 

rymanhealthcare.co.nz

If you’d like the freedom to dedicate more 
time to the passions and pastimes you love, 
we have an apartment  for you that ticks all 
the boxes. 

 Positioned to the north, this one-bedroom 
apartment is sunny and warm 

 Patio with outlook over the gardens and 
bowling green 

 Ryman's base weekly fee is fixed* and the 
deferred management fee is capped at 20% 
- one of the lowest in the retirement sector.

*Some conditions apply

34
67

Del and Cindy have been passionate about  
cycling for a long time. Incorporating this  
passion into their retirement years was  
always a priority.

Living in their Ryman apartment, Del and Cindy  
can go on long biking adventures knowing  
everything is secure. They love the freedom  
this provides as they don’t have to worry  
about security, maintenance or gardening,  
it’s all taken care of. 

“We just lock up and hit the road.”
Del & Cindy 
Endurance cyclists and Ryman residents


