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Susan Hooper is the new owner 
of The Children’s Bookshop in 

Kilbirnie. She had been a primary 
school teacher for the previous 30 
years, the last three as a Reading 
Recovery teacher, so she always 
had an interest in literacy. 
   “I was also teacher with library 
responsibility, which meant I could 
enjoy discussing books with our 
amazing school librarian, and 
attend National Library cluster 
groups with school and other 

librarians. This was a fantastic way 
of learning about available books 
and creative ways to use them.”
   She loves her new situation: “The 
shop is well known as a wonderful 
source of great children’s books. 
Imagine being surrounded by 
wonderful books, and being able to 
match them to readers who come 
into the shop, to readers who are 
being sent a gift of a book, and to 
schools who are keeping their 
library well stocked, or seeking 

books to support a particular topic 
or new interest. 
   “My daughter thinks it sounds like 
I have fallen into a story – being 
the owner of a children’s bookshop 
sounds too amazing to be real.”
   During these difficult times, Susan 
is offering choices for customers who 
don’t want to come into the shop: a 
website where they can shop, with 
the option of paying online or by 
phone; discussing selections over 
email or phone; giftwrapping and 
enclosing exchange cards, and 
sending the books off by courier 
(then communicating if freight 
delays hold up customers’ books).
   Best sellers? “The Brightest Night 
(#5 Wings of Fire graphic novel) has 
been our top-selling book this year, 
followed by The Adventures of Mittens: 
Wellington’s Famous Purr-sonality. 
   One thing puzzles Susan. How can 
children leave the shop without their 
shoes? And why take them off? Two 
small pairs are currently awaiting 
the return of their owners!
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Interested in 
your family 

tree, or family 
history? 

 
Visit Kilbirnie Genealogists who 

meet at ASB Sports Centre 
first Thursday each month 

9:00 – 12:00 
 

www.nzsgkilbirnie.org.nz/ 
www.facebook.com/KilbirnieNZSG 

027 490 1757 

Guides for Lyall Bay (9–12½ yrs) 
GirlGuidingNZ has a long and 
successful history of teaching 
girls skills like confidence and 
resilience. They also get to make 
new friends. Lyall Bay Guides 
have spaces for girls to join us. 

https://girlguidingnz.org.nz/join-us/
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Marist St Pats RFC had a 
day of events recently to 
unite their community: 
• Beach clean-up at Evans Bay 
• Junior registrations
• Children’s shoes donation 
• BBQ sponsored by Pak ’n Save
• Senior teams v Wainuiomata.

“We plan to do this twice a 
year and challenge other 
rugby clubs to do the same 
in their communities. We 
can join to help!” said 
organiser and local lawyer 
Ken Ah Kuoi. 

The sun shone for their special day 

Martin Craig, 
the Member 
Engagement 

manager for the 
local business 

association, 
went along to 

lend a hand. 

Outgrown 
shoes found  
good homes.

Lots of 
rubbish was 
picked up.



Safety focus from KRL
Each month brings fresh 

surprises as I discover more 
about the wonderful people and 
places in our seaside suburbs. 
Thank you to everyone who 
contacts us with story ideas and 
news. Keep those emails coming! 
Ngā mihi nui                            

Editor

Destination KRL (the umbrella 
business association for 

Kilbirnie, Rongotai and Lyall Bay) 
has introduced a safety and security 
initiative for our local retailers and 
businesses called Report It. Safety 
and security has been an ongoing 
issue for KRL businesses and no 
doubt also for residents. 
   We are distributing cards with 
contact information for Police, WCC 
and KRL. The idea is to encourage 
the reporting of problems.
   We also receive regular updates 
from Police on issues and trends in 
the area so we can continue to help 
make Kilbirnie, Rongotai and Lyall 
Bay safe for businesses and their 
customers.

Best wishes,

Gary Holmes, 
Manager,  
KRL Business Association

KILBIRNIE

OPEN 7DAYS 6AM -11PM
78 Rongotai Road, Kilbirnie, Wellington

Phone (04) 801 5068

Wellington City Council is 
trialling recycling batteries 

to give them new life and stop them 
ending up in landfill. (It’s now 
illegal to put batteries in kerbside 
rubbish.) Used batteries can be 
left at seven locations including 
Kilbirnie Library (below), Island 
Bay Community Centre and the 
Tip Shop at the Southern Landfill. 
   Car batteries and leaking or 
damaged batteries aren’t 
recyclable 
but can be 
taken to the 
Southern 
Landfill 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Drop-off for 
safe 
disposal.

More power 
to them…



The accidental 
librarian
Deon Knox describes himself 

as an ‘accidental librarian’. 
He had a part-time job working at 
a local service station while he was 
at high school and studying at 
university. In that job he formed 
friendships and picked up skills 
that he still uses today.
   “The only other job I’ve had was 
house painter for a short period, 
working for my Dad. Until I was 
working alongside him I hadn’t 
truly appreciated how hard my 
Dad worked for the family.
   “I had the most amazing teachers 
in high school so I was initially 
inspired to teach. I completed an 
undergraduate degree in History 
and English Lit, followed by a 
post-grad diploma in English Lit at 
Massey University, but when I 
finished I no longer felt the call to 
teach, and didn’t know what I 
wanted to be!”
   He vividly remembers the sting 
of rejection and feeling of failure 
upon unsuccessfully interviewing 
for quite a number of vacancies 
before landing a casual role at 
Palmerston North City Library.
   “It was totally a sliding doors 
moment for me! The then PN City 
Library Manager, Anthony Lewis, 
is an amazing librarian and people 

person, and I am fortunate to have 
had the support of equally amazing 
managers who believed in me and 
stoked my interest in librarianship.
   “I believe passionately in the power 
of literacy and lifelong learning, 
whether it is digital literacy, reading, 
information literacy, research, 
whakapapa/genealogy or exploring 
the pathway to the world! That’s 
powerful stuff to wrap up in a 
facility and the guiding reasons for 
existence, and I wanted to be 
involved in that work. Subsequently 
I completed my post-graduate 
qualification in Library Studies 
through Victoria University.”
   Today Deon is Wellington City 
Council’s Team Leader (South 
East) for Libraries and Community 
Spaces and has been working in 
libraries for 25 years. His team of 
30 runs the branch libraries in 

Miramar, Kilbirnie, Newtown and 
Island Bay as well as Island Bay 
Community Centre.
   “People are the best thing about 
this job. One thing that really warms 
my heart is seeing children and 
young people grow up, and how 
libraries make a positive difference 
in their life.
   “Libraries are part of our social 
infrastructure. They are places to 
connect with others, and offer 
opportunities to engage in learning 
and development both collective and 
self-led. They are also part of the 
community service that underpins 
the democratic process, spaces 
where the community can engage 
with Council via public engagements 
on plans and policy, and exercise 
active citizenship. 
   “What has changed most recently 
is an awareness of the importance 

MEET THE LOCALS
“As a librarian  

I believe that I exist 
to do good in the 

world. Librarianship 
is my niche where  

I can ‘be the change 
that I want to see in 

the world’ as the 
saying goes.” 



of libraries as social spaces and 
sources of trusted information, at a 
time when some may be feeling 
isolated and lonely, or disconnected 
from their neighbours, or vulnerable 
and seeking good information when 
there is an unfortunate amount of 
misinformation out there.
   “I’m thrilled to talk about books 
and equally thrilled to receive book 
recommendations! Librarians have 
lots of useful tools for readers to find 
the next read-alike title so we can 
also make recommendations outside 
our own personal reading genres.

   Deon is very much the family 
man and enjoys feeding a love of 
books, imagination, play, and Star 
Wars to their children. The family 
live in Upper Hutt and enjoy being 
near the ranges.   
   “I love a good read, of course! 
My favourite books are mostly sci-
fi and fantasy. Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings is my favourite book. I’m 
currently reading Tāngata Ngāi 
Tahu/ People of Ngai Tahu, Vol. 2 and 
Rhythm of War by Brandon 
Sanderson – both available through 
your local library!”

M: 027 232 5778
E: annie@loweandco.nz

SEATOUN
TORI & KEN

We had total trust in Annie - 10/10

YOUR NO.1 LOCAL 
AGENT

Lyall Bay artists Muhammad 
and Sameera Waqas are the 

creators of a new set of stamps for 
NZ Post. Released on 6 April just 
after the start of the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan, the stamps 
commemorate Eid, the festival 
that marks the end of Ramadan. 

   The couple combined traditional 
and modern Arabic calligraphy for 
the wording – “Eid mubarak”, which 
means Happy Eid or Eid Greetings.
   “Our aim is to create greater 
awareness in New Zealand of the 
beauty of Islamic art, which has a 
history of 1300+ years,” Muhammad 
says. “Eid is the most joyous event 
for Muslims. We feel like every New 
Zealander will now be part of this 
joyous event with us. We believe 
Islamic art can act as a bridge to 
connect with people from any race 
and these stamps will act as a 
conversation starter. 
   “It will create more opportunities 
for people to come forward, talk to 
us and find out about our religion, 
culture and art. After all, that is how 
we understand others’ cultures, by 
mixing and making friends and 

starting conversations.”
   The dome, a significant element 
of Arabic architecture, reflects the 
design of Al-Noor Mosque in 
Christchurch (one of the two 
mosques attacked there three years 
ago). The design also incorporates 
kowhai flowers.
   “This is a beautiful gesture of 
cultural inclusivity and solidarity 
from NZ Post,” he adds.

Lucky us, living here!

Local artists’ work aims to bridge cultures 

It was one of those “You can’t beat 
Wellington on a good day” days  

when an angler hooked this 
magnificent kingfish in Evans Bay. 
His friend here helped to land it.



Loans to beneficiaries are often 
made without considering 

properly whether they will affect 
the preservation of trust assets or 
benefits to other beneficiaries. 
   Recording a payment to a 
beneficiary as a loan does not 
conclusively make it so; a 
misrepresentation could put the 
trustees in breach of their duties 
under the Trusts Act 2019, including 
(unless the Trust Deed modifies or 
excludes them) but not limited to: 
• A general duty of care 
• A duty to avoid conflict of interest between 

trustees and beneficiaries 
• A duty not to make profit from trusteeship
   Trustees who do not exercise their 
powers properly or who breach 
their duties are not entitled to be 
indemnified out of trust assets and 
may be liable to beneficiaries. If 
these questions are not answered, 
the loan could easily be 
characterised as a distribution: 
• Is the loan significant in terms of the 

trust’s overall assets?
• Can the beneficiary repay it?
• Is there a provision for security?
• Will interest be charged?
• Is there a set repayment date?
• Could the loan be against other 

beneficiaries’ interests?
   Trustees should consider adding a 
Marshall Clause to the terms of the 
loan as a way of asset protection; and 
write Trust Resolutions and Minutes 
detailing their considerations 
contemporaneously with a loan 
document before giving the loan. 
   A paper trail will greatly improve 
the trustees’ position in the face of 
allegations of dishonesty and/or 
breach of trustee duties. 
   If in doubt, consult a lawyer.
The writer is Ken Ah Kuoi, Principal of  
Ah Kuoi Law in Kilbirnie. T: 027 307 9858  
E: ken@ahkuoilaw.nz

When is a loan 
not a loan?

Talofa  
&  

kia oraSomeone once said: “You don’t 
stop playing because you get old, 

you get old because you stop playing.”
   In Strathmore a new, free weekly 
class is reconnecting people with 
the joy of play. Social Drama for 
Seniors is run by Voice Arts and 
before you think “Drama isn’t me” 
be assured there are no lines to learn, 
no stages and no audiences. The 
class uses drama-based games and 
exercises to keep the mind active and 
creative, building your confidence 
as a storyteller, supporting you to 
share stories in your voice. 
   Venue: hall of Saint George Church 
of the Ancient East, Glamis Avenue. 
10.30am Tuesdays. Wheelchair 
accessible. Morning tea provided. 
E: nicola@voice-arts.org.nz.

The housing shortage is an 
ongoing topic surrounded by 

much debate. 
   In the 1920’s, the NZ Railways 
Department set about building 
400 houses per year for staff 
throughout the country. An 
architectural branch was formed 
under the guidance of George 
Troup (later mayor of Wellington). 
   A set of standard designs was 
prepared. Railways owned some 
forest blocks around Hamilton so 
had a supply of timber. They built 
a factory at Frankton (now a 
historic building). 
   Here, timber was milled and cut 
to length, plumbing fittings were 
made and other materials and 
fittings stored. The construction 
method was called “cut to fit”. A 
house lot of materials would be 
loaded onto rail carriages and sent 
to locations around the country. 
Local contractors were employed 
at fixed rates to erect the houses. 
Houses built include the Tarikaka 
development in Ngaio. 
   “Cut to fit” was a precursor to 
the prefabrication we do today. It 
was a clever solution to a problem 
of the time to build enough 
quality houses for railways staff 
across the country. 
   We can look to history for clever 
solutions to housing supply and 
learn. The issues are still very 
similar 100 years on.
The writer is Bruce Welsh, founding partner of 
Rimu Architects in Kilbirnie

Look to history 
for answers to 
our problems

Never stop 
playing

Don’t turn your back on crime 
IF YOU SEE IT, CALL!
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For lots more on our local area, 
including a list of all the 

businesses in Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay 
and Rongotai, visit: 
www.kilbirnie.org.nz/directory

Facebook users can like and 
follow: 
https://www.facebook.com/
kilbirnieshoppingcentre





“In the village we’ve got no worries.”
Ross, Musician and Ryman resident

Ryman’s Peace of Mind Guarantees are designed with your protection in 
mind, giving you the confidence to live the way you want and to embrace 
every opportunity. Take Ross for example. He’s a Ryman resident who 
began his musical journey later in life. His ‘no worries’ lifestyle has 
enabled Ross to now play in several bands and tour di!erent towns 
playing music on a guitar he made himself. A li"le certainty  
provides great reassurance in knowing you can pursue the  
things you love in retirement, without any worries.
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CARE!OPTIONS!TO!SUIT!YOUR!NEEDS

FEES!STOP!IMMEDIATELY

NO!HIDDEN!COSTS
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(
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*
CHANGING!YOUR!MIND+
,#-DAY!MONEY!BACK!GUARANTEE,
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For details on our Peace of Mind  
Guarantees scan the QR code.

RITA!ANGUS VILLAGE 
66 Cou"s Street, Kilbirnie, 387 7625 


