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K ilbirnie Park is the preferred 
site for a Destination Skate 

Park in the capital, subject to Annual 
Plan consultation.
   Skateboarding is an increasingly 
popular activity with significant 
growth among schoolchildren, 
young women and adults wanting 
a low-cost, low-emissions, flexible 
mode of transport and activity.
   A feasibility study done for WCC 
noted that a regional skate facility 
would bring a range of economic, 
social and health benefits to the city 
– attracting international visitors 
to big events, being a community 
hub, and encouraging mental and 
physical health and activity in all 
demographics and ages.
   “While we have more modest 

skate parks around the city, this new 
one will really put Wellington, and 
the proposed site of Kilbirnie, on 
the map as a destination for skating 
enthusiasts and events from around 
the country and internationally,” 
says Mayor Andy Foster.
   “Approval for a Destination Skate 
Park is perfectly timed,“ adds Cllr 
Jill Day, “as it coincides with a new 
behavioural change campaign, ’We 
Skate Poneke’, designed to remove 
the stigma associated with it, break 
down stereotypes, and encourage 
safe and responsible skating.”
   Cllr Day chairs the Pūroro 
Rangaranga/Social, Cultural and 
Economic Committee that is 
recommending $5.64m of capital 
funding towards the project.

FREE
Please take one

Skateboard park  
for Kilbirnie

Kia ora and G’day!

The first flights to Wellington 
for vaccinated Australian 

citizens and permanent residents 
since mid-2021 arrived from Sydney 
and Melbourne on 13 April.
   The arrivals were greeted with 
giveaways and by special guests 
including Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern (top) and Mayor Andy 
Foster (above).
   The first direct flights to Fiji 
resumed the same day, giving the 
opportunity for tropical holidays 
just in time for school holidays.



When you meet Rita Angus 
Retirement Village Sales 
Advisor, Marisa Newman, you 
may think you have met her 
before – and you’d be right! The 
welcoming smile and cheery 
greeting comes from someone 
who knows the village and its 
residents well. 

Marisa has recently moved 
roles within Rita Angus. A!er 
safely guiding the village through 
the worst of the Omicron wave, 
she has moved from the village 
manager position to become 
Rita Angus’s sales advisor.

It’s a role she is well suited 
to. Marisa, who hails from rural 
Gisborne, helped her own 
parents to make the decision  
to leave the worries of the  
family farm and move to an 
easier and more carefree 
retirement lifestyle. 

“It was very important 
for them to make their own 
decisions, but we were there to 
support them,” she says.

Marisa’s experience working 
in various roles with Air New 
Zealand means she relates well 
to people and understands 
everyone’s journey is unique. 

Starting as a flight a"endant, 
Marisa moved to Wellington 
to fly on the jets throughout  
New Zealand and Australia, 
before flying for several years 
on long haul international 
routes.

Working back at the 
Wellington base part-time, she 
taught customer service, trained 
flight a"endants, and became 
the cabin crew manager while 
living in Wellington’s eastern 
suburbs where she raised her 
family and became involved in 
the community. 

She then jumped at the 
opportunity to move o#shore 
to Rarotonga to take up the 
position of Air New Zealand’s 
Cook Islands country manager. 
A!er living in the tropical 
paradise for ‘five wonderful 
years’ it was time to move back 
to Wellington and take up an 
opportunity at Rita Angus.

She recalls back to watching 
Rita Angus village being built  
and admiring the landscaping 
and gorgeous gardens. But 
nothing prepared her for 
when she eventually stepped 
inside the village and took 
in the beauty of the village’s 
magnificent indoor garden 
atrium.

“Every time I walk in there, 
I think how amazing it is,” she 
says. “I absolutely love it here!”

Knowing the village and the 
residents so well, Marisa can 
answer all your questions about 
life in the village and what the 
surrounding area o#ers. 

“The village is in the heart of 
Kilbirnie where you can enjoy 
the buzz of apartment living. 

It’s just across from the shops, 
including two supermarkets, 
specialist food stores, and 
trendy cafes.

“Public transport is so easy 
to access, and the beach is only 
four blocks away!

“Village life during the 
pandemic has meant thinking 
outside the box to provide 
a safe environment for our 
residents, yet still provide joyful 
and stimulating activities and 
connections. Our residents 
and their families always come 
first. They can rely on us to  
help them.

“The continuum of care we 
o#er provides security and 
peace of mind. No longer do our 
residents need to worry about 
the maintenance of their house 
and garden or the concerns of 
body corporates.

“It is a real privilege to be 
part of that journey and help 
new residents get to know 
the village and everything on  
o#er here.”

A!FAMILIAR!FACE!IN!MARISA
ADVERTISEMENT

RITA!ANGUS! 
RETIREMENT!VILLAGE
6 Cou!s Street, Kilbirnie, 387 7625 
rymanhealthcare.co.nz

Rita Angus Village o"ers independent and assisted 
living, as well as resthome and hospital care.
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Shop local, it is helping
I t’s nice to see things returning 

to some sort of normality but 
we’re not out of the woods yet. 
   A favourite local restaurant, being 
short-staffed, could only provide a 
takeaway service; the library, whilst 
fully open again, can’t yet provide 
its normal range of programmes 
and events due to staff shortages; 
some brands are not available in 
the supermarkets as they are still 
having ongoing supply chain 
problems alongside staffing issues.
   Keep supporting them, remain 
patient and remember, everyone 
is doing their best in difficult 
circumstances.
   Thank you to readers who send 
in story ideas and news – keep 
those emails coming. And special 
thanks to our advertisers, who help 
make this publication possible. 
 
Ngā mihi nui

Editor

Orange is the new green. Now 
that we have moved to the 

orange traffic light setting, suddenly 
it feels like life is beginning to become 
normal again.
   Our businesses in Kilbirnie, 
Rongotai and Lyall Bay have really 
valued your patronage and support 
over the past few months so let’s 
continue to support local as we 
move ahead.
   When you buy from a small 
business, you’re not helping a 
CEO buy a third vacation home. 
You are helping a little girl get 
dance lessons, a little boy his team 
jersey, a mother put food on the 
table, a dad pay a mortgage or a 
student pay for university.
   Let’s really get behind KRL 
businesses this year and show our 
support.

Best wishes,

Gary Holmes, 
Manager,  
KRL Business 
Association

Celebrating volunteers
Nominations are open for the 2022 Wellington Airport Regional Community Awards. Wellington Airport 

and the five local councils unite each year to recognise the valuable work of community group volunteers 
in the region. This year, 60 groups will be awarded, with over $50,000 in award money and prizes to be won. 
   It’s quick and easy to nominate a community group online. And if you need an incentive to do so, everyone 
who submits a nomination will go in the draw to win a bed & breakfast package provided by Rydges 
Wellington Airport Hotel. Go to www.wellingtonairport.co.nz/communityawards.

Airport has 
new CEO  
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From 1 May, Matt Clarke moved 
up from chief commercial 

officer to become chief executive 
officer at Wellington Airport. He 
has over 20 years’ experience in 
the industry having first joined 
Infratil’s airport team in Europe 
after serving as chief executive at 
Rotorua Airport.  
   He succeeds Steve Sanderson, who 
says: “It has been an extraordinary 
10 years leading Wellington Airport 
through strong travel growth and 
investments including the domestic 
terminal extension, our first hotel, 
rejuvenated terminal retail and the 
new multi-level carpark. The past 
two years have brought a series of 
challenges responding to Covid and 
the impact on the industry. The team 
has done an amazing job keeping 
the airport safe and operational.”



The many 
sides of  
Bruce Welsh

I t isn’t often that you can walk 
around a city and see someone’s 

work but that’s certainly the case 
with Kilbirnie architect Bruce Welsh. 
   You could spot the new flats he 
designed at 36 Coutts Street, 
Trisha’s Pie Shop, the new house at 
115 Rongotai Road, and multi-unit 
dwellings along at number 121.
   Then there’s Newtown Library 
and Johnsonville Community 
Centre, designed early in his career. 
   Bruce came to Wellington to study 
and ended up staying, working 
first in Wellington City Council’s 
Renovation Advice Office doing up 
old houses then moving to the main 
council architectural division.
   After eight years he started his 
own business working from home. 
Rimu Architects now has an office 
in  Kilbirnie with eight staff. 
   They work on all sorts of buildings 
but mainly residential with a lot of 
alterations. After almost 30 years 
in business, they have worked on 
more than 3500 buildings.
   His favourite is the small concrete 
control station at Moa Point. 
   “It is a precast concrete structure 
in a very harsh environment. The 
design concept was developed 

playing with my children’s wooden 
blocks.”
   His wife Diane volunteers at 
Kilbirnie Community Centre and 
elsewhere, and their five children 
are now adults. Michael has a PhD 
in maths and is a builder in 
Christchurch. Ivan has a PhD in 
chemisty and works for StatsNZ in 
Christchurch. Simon is a computer 
programmer in Canberra. Esther is 
an ED nurse in Melbourne. Susan 
has a Masters in BioMed Science 
and is a data scientist in Miramar.
   Summing up the appeal of his 
profession, Bruce says, “Architecture 
gives me the opportunity to make 
better living environments for 
people and their families.”

   People think architects sit at their 
desks designing most of the time. 
Not so, says Bruce. 
   “In reality the design is a very 
short part of the process. We have to 
change the design into something 
that can be built, working with 
consultants, getting resource and 
building consents and then 
working with builders and sub-
contractors to get it actually built. 
   “There is a lot to know across all 
the building trades and materials 
and a lot of problem-solving. The 
biggest challenge is getting plans 
approved by council.”
   Bruce lives in Kilbirnie, walking 
to work whenever possible. 
                           Continued opposite…

MEET THE LOCALS

KILBIRNIE

OPEN 7DAYS 6AM -11PM
78 Rongotai Road, Kilbirnie, Wellington

Phone (04) 801 5068

“We have a reputation for regularly 
putting the most building consents 

through WCC of any practice.”



Take yourself back to 2020… all 
the way back to our first 

lockdown. One of the silver linings 
was that thefts from vehicles in the 
Wellington area all but ceased. 
   I remember seeing our reports, 
day after day, with that magical 
‘zero’ more often than not. It was 
awesome to know that victim 
numbers were at an all-time low 
for this type of offending.
   People appeared to use this time 
to do a bit of a spring clean, which 
included their vehicles. 
   Despite many of these vehicles 
becoming dormant sitting ducks, 
their appeal to window shoppers 
greatly reduced with the lack of 
bounty inside!
   This is one of the changes that 
COVID brought about that I for 
one would like to see remain. 
   The amount of stress, anger and 
disruption that can be caused by 
someone breaking into your 
vehicle, versus the simple act of 
removing your bag or purse, 
surely makes it a no-brainer.
   Within the last month, no less 

than eight vehicles were broken 
into but didn’t actually have 
anything stolen. The common 
factor was that they generally had 
a lot of visible stuff in them. So, 
although they didn’t have 
anything valuable to steal, our 
window shoppers deemed it 
worth their time to try their luck 
and smash a window.
   What sort of things are targeted? 
Anything and everything! Here’s a 
quick delve into some of the items 
that were stolen from vehicles in 
the area in April: cash, backpacks, 
wallets, handbags, wedding rings 
(yes, plural – from separate 
vehicles ☹), tools (lots!), phones, 
bank and fuel cards, clothes, road 
bikes, headphones, a surfboard, a 
generator, radar detectors and a 
box of Coca Cola.
   So team, let’s give our a car a little 
tidy and take those valuables inside.

Kind regards, 
Constable Sandy 
Cumpstone, 
Kilbirnie 
Community Team

M: 027 232 5778
E: annie@loweandco.nz
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We had total trust in Annie - 10/10
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It pays to be a tidy Kiwi

   “It is a really neat area to live 
and work in. It has pretty much 
all the facilities needed without 
having to go into the CBD. Lots of 
sports facilities, good schools, and 
churches.” (Bruce attends 
Kilbirnie Presbyterian Church.)
   “I would like to see Kilbirnie 
developed more using height 
(about eight storeys) in the 
shopping area with residential 
above shops and offices. 
  “I would also like to see more 
accommodation provided for the 
disadvantaged, both short and 
long term.”
   They’re close to Bruce’s heart. 
   “I am involved with a group 
called Food for Thought (FFT) that 
provides free community meals 
every Sunday evening. My Sundays 
tend to be occupied shopping and 
preparing a hearty meal and dessert 
for about 60 people, then serving. 
   “We have recently set up the 
Kilbirnie Street Crew, supporting 
some unemployed locals to keep 
the shopping centre streets and 
footpaths clean. 
   “FFT is an amazing opportunity 
to get beside people you may not 
normally mix with and learn from 
them and touch their lives.”
   He has another interest – maths. 
   “I enjoy maths. I started coaching 
my son’s teams for the regional 
Mathswell competition and, after 
about eight years of having more 
successes than not, went on to run 

the competition. As a consequence 
I wrote a book called Problem Solving 
Methods about maths problem-
solving for Y5–Y11 students.”
   Still active in the local business 
community, he was the inaugural 
chair of Kilbirnie Business Network 

which morphed recently into KRL 
(Kilbirnie, Rongotai & Lyall Bay) 
Business Association.  
   Some of what little spare time 
Bruce has is spent tending the veges 
in the garden of their home-made 
tunnel house. 



The tiny house is an idea that 
is becoming more and more 

popular. As architects, we are 
being asked to design them on 
a regular basis. In reality these 
are not really tiny houses, just 
small ones at 20–40m2, and are 
studio or one bedroom units. 
   Whether they are for extra 
accommodation for a family 
member, for Airbnb or for a 
rental they can be a simple and 
sometimes relatively quick 
solution to providing an 
additional dwelling. 
   A shed/sleepout up to 30m2 
can be built without consent 
provided certain conditions are 
met. However, a tiny or small 
house requires a building 
consent and sometimes will 
require a resource consent. 
   A proper tiny house actually 
requires a building consent as a 
habitable space. 
   Tiny/small houses have the 
advantage of being comfortable, 
compact accommodation, 
usually away from the main 
house. In Auckland some groups 
encourage the construction of 
tiny/small houses to help 
address homelessness. Something 
to think about locally. 
   If you are considering a tiny/
small house as an option, seek 
advice early to check how it 
may work on your site.
The writer is Bruce Welsh, founding partner of 
Rimu Architects in Kilbirnie

Is a tiny house 
the answer to 
your needs?

This construction site on the 
corner of Coutts Street and 

Mahora Street in Kilbirnie is a 
Dwell Housing Trust project and 
will end up looking like the artist’s 
impression below. 
   They’re building 19 new homes 
for social housing plus a commercial 
space in one of the buildings.
   There will be eight 1-bedroom, 
nine 2-bedroom and two 3-bedroom 
apartments, all with small 
courtyards or balconies and all 
available for families and individuals 
on the social housing register.
   Dwell provides affordable, 
quality housing for people in need 
or on low incomes, and works 
with their tenants to give them 
access to the support they need.
   “We believe that affordable, 
stable and healthy housing is a 
fundamental right,” they state, “and 
that appropriate housing has long-

lasting benefits for the people living 
within those households and the 
wider community.”
   For this project as with their 
previous Kilbirnie project, Dwell 
is working with Novak+Middleton 
(architects) and Wilson Builders. 
   Dwell Housing Trust celebrated 
its 40th anniversary last October. 
Readers may recall it under its 
previous names of Wellington 
Housing Trust and briefly Mt 
Victoria Housing Trust.

Affordable homes in the 
heart of Kilbirnie

Dwell’s Chief Executive, Alison Cadman,  
was appointed an Officer of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit in the 2022 New Year’s 
Honours. The ONZM was awarded for her 
service to housing and the community.
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Guides for Lyall Bay (9–12½ yrs) 
GirlGuidingNZ has a long and 
successful history of teaching 
girls skills like confidence and 
resilience. They also get to make 
new friends. Lyall Bay Guides 
have spaces for girls to join us. 

https://girlguidingnz.org.nz/join-us/

The Hub, 49 Kilbirnie Cresent 

027 564 7822
 @kenworthydojo

Mon & Wed
7:00pm - 8:30pm

Community Noticeboard
Eastern Bays Bulletin wants to help local non-profit groups publicise their activities free. 

Email a pdf or jpg file 5.5cm wide x 6cm deep to the editor: davidblocksidge@yahoo.com
Businesses are welcome to advertise! Email the editor for a ratecard.

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interested in 
your family 

tree, or family 
history? 

 
Visit Kilbirnie Genealogists who 

meet at ASB Sports Centre 
first Thursday each month 

9:00 – 12:00 
 

www.nzsgkilbirnie.org.nz/ 
www.facebook.com/KilbirnieNZSG 

027 490 1757 

Want	to	stop	taking	drugs?

			Narcotics	Anonymous

														can	help
Our	message	is	simply	that	an	addict,	any	addict,	
can	stop	using	drugs,	lose	the	desire	to	use,	
and	find	a	new	way	to	live.

NNA	is	a	fellowship	of	recovering	addicts	who	meet	
regularly	to	help	each	other	stay	clean.

Please	contact	us	and	talk	to	someone	in	recovery

0800	NA	TODAY		(0800	628	632)
www.nzna.org Don’t turn your back on crime 

IF YOU SEE IT, CALL!

KEEP KRL SAFE
Ƣƿ �s¥¥ƿŪŪŪƿ��ƿ�ÅƷÀƿs«ƿ�ª�½��«�ß
Ƣƿ �s¥¥ƿŪũŮƿ��ƿ�ÅƷÀƿs¥½�s�ßƿ�sºº�«��
Ƣƿ I�º°½ÅƿÅs���«�ƿ°½ƿ�sªs���ƿÀ�½Ø���Àƿƿ

Å°ƿ�°È«��¥ƿ°«ƿÅ��ƿ!�Þ'Åƿsºº
Ƣƿ �ªs�¥ƿbusiness@krl.org.nzƿ��ƿ«°Åƿƿ

È½��«Åƿ°½ƿß°ÈƿÙs«ÅƿÅ°ƿ�°¥¥°ÙƿÈº
Ƣƿ /°�«ƿ�ß�Àƿ<«ƿƿ

www.ourcbd.co.nz/#Eyes-on

For more on our area, including a list of all the businesses in Kilbirnie, 
Rongotai and Lyall Bay, visit: www.kilbirnie.org.nz/directory

Facebook users can like and follow: 
https://www.facebook.com/kilbirnieshoppingcentre






